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FACING A QUILT   
 

1. After quilting, square up the quilt. 
2. Cut four strips of fabric, at least as long as the four sides of the quilt.  Depending upon the size of the 

quilt, cut the strips 1 ½” to 3” wide. 
3. Press the strips in half lengthwise, wrong sides together. 
4. Place the quilt right side up.  Cut a strip for each vertical side that is the exact length of the side minus 

1/8” – ¼”.   (Subtract 1/8” for smaller quilts, ¼” for larger quilts.) 
5. Place the strips on the vertical sides, aligning raw edges, so that the long folded edge is toward the 

center of the quilt.  Pin the strips in place, easing the quilt just slightly to fit the facing, which is slightly 
shorter than the edge. 

6. Stitch the facings to the vertical sides with a ¼” seam. 
7. With the quilt right side up, press the two facings out away from the quilt, and then, with quilt wrong side 

up, press the facing under to the back side.  The seam should be right along the edge of the quilt.  
Then return the facings to the position on the right side of the quilt in which they were stitched. 

8. Cut the strips for the horizontal sides so they are 1 1/8” to 1 ¼” shorter than the width of the quilt.  
9. Place the facings onto the right side of the quilt, aligning the long raw edges with the top and bottom 

edges of the quilt, but placing the short ends of the facing ON TOP OF the vertical facings and with a 
space of ½” between the vertical edges of the quilt and the short ends of the facing. 

10. Pin and stitch the horizontal facings in place with a ¼” seam. 
11. Trim corners at an angle, being careful to not trim into the stitching. 
12. Turn the facings to the back side of the quilt, using a blunt pointed tool to square the corners.  Press so 

that the facing is positioned right along the edge of the quilt. 
13. By hand, stitch the facing to the back of the quilt.  Be sure that the stitches do not come through to the 

front.  
 
FINISHING A SMALL QUILT WITH A TWO-PIECE PILLOWCASE STYLE BACKING 
 

1. Square up the quilt top, then measure it.   
2. Cut fabric for the backing.  The width should be the same as the width of the quilt.  The length should 

be the length of the quilt PLUS 2”.   
• The backing can also be cut a little larger and trimmed after stitching.   

3. Cut the backing piece in half along the long edge.   Each piece will now be the width of the quilt by half 
the length + 1”.   

4. Pin the two backing pieces together along one short edge.  Stitch a 1” deep seam that is 3” long, 
starting at one edge of the pinned fabric and stitching 3” towards the center.  Backstitch both ends.  
Stitch another 3” long seam starting at the other edge of the pinned fabric and stitching toward the 
center.  You will have a 1” deep seam with an unstitched gap in the center, and the piece should be the 
same size as the quilt.  Press the seam to one side. 

• You may want to adjust the length of the stitched seams, depending upon the size of the quilt. 
5. Lay the backing right side up.  Place the quilt top right side down on top of the backing, with the batting 

side up.   If the backing and top are the same size, align the raw edges of the backing with the raw 
edges of the quilt.  If the backing is a little larger than the top, there should be extra backing on all sides 
of the quilt top. 

6. Pin backing in place. Stitch around all four sides of the quilt, using a ¼” seam.  A walking foot is useful 
for this step. 

7. Trim any excess backing that extends beyond the edges of the quilt top.  To reduce bulk, trim the seam 
allowance diagonally across the corners, trimming through all layers including batting. 

8. Turn right side out through the opening in the backing seam.  Use a blunt pointed object to smooth the 
seam allowances and fully turn the corners. 

9. Press well. 
10. Stitch the opening in the two backing pieces together by hand. 



 
FINISHING A LARGER QUILT WITH A TWO-PIECE PILLOWCASE STYLE BACKING 
 
A larger quilt requires quilting after the back is added.  For a larger quilt that has not yet been quilted.  The 
backing is prepared in the same way, but layers are joined in two steps.  This makes it easier to keep all layers 
smooth and flat. 

• Stitch top and backing together with a ¼” seam, without batting.   
• Then add batting, pin well, and re-stitch, batting side down, about 1/16” narrower than original 

seam. After stitching, trim the batting so that it is the same size as the quilt. 
 
FINISHING A SMALL PIECE WITH SATIN STITCHING 
 

1. A successful satin stitch edge requires stabilizer.   
• I did not get good results with batting alone.  I was able to get good results when I added fusible 

stabilizer between the front fabric and the back fabric.  I got the best results when I used a 
heavy double-sided fusible interfacing such as Fast-2-Fuse or double-sided fusible Peltex 
between my top and bottom layers of fabric. 

• For an item that is to be quilted, I layered the top fabric, flat cotton batting fused to one layer of 
Décor Bond, and bottom fabric, then quilted it before doing the satin stitching. 

2. Fuse the layers together, then trim the edges with a rotary cutter to square up the piece. 
3. The key to a nice satin stitched edge is to stitch the edge twice.  The first time, I stitch with a medium 

width stitch and a short stitch length.  The second time around, I stitch with a slightly wider stitch and 
the shortest possible stitch length 

4. Set up your machine for satin stitching. You will likely want to stitch a test sample and make 
adjustments as needed, as settings may be different for your machine and your project.  I used: 

• 40 weight polyester embroidery thread (such as Isacord) in both the top of the machine and in 
the bobbin 

• Size 90 Topstitch needle 
• Embroidery foot (#20 on my Bernina) 
• I increased the bobbin tension by threading the bobbin thread through the eyelet in the bobbin 

case.  (This is not an option on all machines.) 
• Set the machine for a zigzag stitch. 
• For the first round of stitching, I used Stitch Width 2.7, Stitch Length 0.2 
• For the second round of stitching, I used Stitch Width 2.9, Stitch Length 0.1 

5. I was also able to achieve acceptable results two other stabilizer options:  two layers of Décor Bond or 
one layer of Décor Bond.  However, for a stabilizer such as Décor Bond that has fusible on only one 
side, I use a paper-backed fusible web (such as Wonder Under) so that the stabilizer can be fused to 
both fabrics.  Be sure that you are familiar with the fusible web you are using to use it properly. 

 
CAUTION:  Use of all of these fusible products can result in adhesive getting onto your project, iron or ironing 
board. Be sure that you are familiar with the products you are using and that you use necessary precautions 
and/or protection for your iron and ironing board.  
 


